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The Concept of Human Rights in Asia
Sienho Yee
(The Silk Road Institute of International Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710049, China)

Abstract From official materials touching upon the concept of human rights, it can be observed more or less that in
their inquiries, Asian States and/or Asians emphasize (1) the need to be conscious of the others, (2) a balanced and
harmonious relationship between and among the individual and the collectivity starting from the family, to the State and
the world, (3) historical, cultural and national background, (4) evenhandedness in dialogues and enforcement; (5)
an integrated approach to human rights with an emphasis on economic, cultural and social rights. There is also a tenden-
cy on the part of the Asian States to champion a conception of the good life. These reflect, on one level, the Asian em-
phasis on sovereignty, and, on a deeper level, the Asian desire for self - determination as a reaction to the humiliating
colonial experience.

Key words Concept of human rights; concept of human rights in Asia; positive liberty; negative liberty; induced lib-
erty
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